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RE:  XXXXX Participation in TCTELA Advocacy Day, February 22, 2017

Hello, XXXXXX,

Each Texas state legislative session, the Texas Council of Teachers of English (TCTELA) hosts a literacy-oriented advocacy day at the state capitol buildings in Austin.  I would love for XXXX to send a diverse, articulate, and passionate group of students to Austin to advocate for their work as readers and writers in our schools.  You both know that I hold your schools in high regard from a professional and a personal standpoint.  Additionally, your classes offer a rich cross-section of Texas students, from ELLs to on-levels to K-levels.  Let’s do our best to get their voices heard in Austin!

I’ve gathered several items from those who participated in this event during the last legislative session in 2015.  ELAR educators from both Aldine ISD and Sonora ISD absolutely raved about this event and how it had diverse positive impacts on their students, so they are more than willing to offer their documents for your copying/pasting convenience.  Hopefully, their thoughts (which I’ve summarized and modified below) and their materials will offer a decent starting point as you create tools that fit within and satisfy CFISD requirements.  
  
Permissions: 
ADMINISTRATION:  Asking for permission is the first step.  Here are some key ideas to use as discussion points (from Angie Kissire, Sonora ISD):  
Students can give a report/presentation to the school board when we get back (board members hear all the time about athletics; this is a chance for academics to shine!)—this is definitely a positive opportunity to highlight each of your schools.
Cross-curricular application (ELAR/social studies)
Students we took represented our demographics; many of our students hadn’t traveled outside of a 75-mile radius of here or hadn’t been to a large city/our capitol
Last time, we met with Michael Berry, one of the Deputy Commissioners of TEA—he wanted to hear from the students, NOT us; they discussed STAAR testing logistics (difficulties with online testing especially for SpEd/504 students, lack of technology), rural school advantages/disadvantages, etc.
Now, XXXXX students would have a different perspective on some of these ideas, but I think there are some compelling thoughts that could be tailored to our community’s conditions.  

PARENTS:  I am attaching a sample parent letter and permission slip.  A suggestion from Angie: modify the sample letter to include language lifted from the mission statements and graduate profiles of your district, making that connection all the more meaningful for the administrators who need to sign off on the cost of student participation.

Expenses:
XXXX would have to fund the bus/driver, the registration costs, and the substitutes for each of you.  To help make the trip manageable (both logistically and financially), I would think that one bus full of students would be enough.  Plus, students from other districts will also be part of this group.  We have arranged for a boxed lunch to be provided for $15.00 at Capitol Grille. 

Grade levels:
Sonora and Aldine ISDs only took high school kids. It was easy to sell taking high school students because many were taking U.S. History or Government/Economics, so the cross-curricular approach worked.  I think, too, that some of the social studies teachers had the students report on the trip in their classes after they returned. 

Please let me know what questions you may have.  If I don’t know the answer, I will find out as soon as possible.  I do hope we can make this work.  I will help in whatever capacity I can, but I know that the requests need to come to your principals directly from you.  

Diane

For more information, please contact:   
Diane M. Miller (formerly Peterson), Ph.D.
Vice-President for Membership and Affiliates ~ Texas Council of Teachers of English
Assistant Professor of Literacy ~ Department of Urban Education
Northwest Campus
UHD-NW at LSC-University Park
20515 SH 249, B12.530, Mail Code UP 1202
Houston, TX 77070
Downtown Campus
One Main Street, C-430E, Commerce Building
Houston, TX  77002-1014 
Office: (713) 237-5417, Fax: (713) 237-5403, Mobile: (713) 208-4636 
petersond@uhd.edu
www.UHD.edu

Sample Parent/Guardian Informational Letter 
(to be copied on letterhead and modified for the specifics of the CFISD schedule, especially the overnight considerations)

Literacy Day
February 22, 2017, Austin, Texas

Dear Parent:

Your child has been invited to participate in Literacy Day in Austin, Texas, on February 22, 2017.  This event, sponsored by the Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts (TCTELA), will provide your child with a hands-on educational opportunity to participate as a citizen of a democratic society and an opportunity to be an advocate for student literacy by hand-delivering or telling his or her literacy story to the state representative and/or senator from our district.  Additionally, your child will have an opportunity to listen to and talk to the Commissioner of Education and discuss the impact that state assessment has had on his/her literacy education.

When we participated in Literacy Day during Texas’ last legislative session, the students stole the show; the legislators wanted to hear from them, not just the teachers and administrators who were there. Your child’s participation and input is essential, providing a voice and a face to the issues that are facing our state and our educational system.  

This is an overnight trip, so we will leave on Tuesday, February 21 at 12:15 from the Sonora High School parking lot, where we will load the school suburbans.  The school will pay for all meals and the hotel rooms in Austin; we are staying at the Courtyard by Marriott—University Area.  On Wednesday morning, we will meet over breakfast with representatives from other schools across the state to get our schedules for office visits to state representatives and senators. Then, we will meet back together for lunch before the visit with the Commissioner of Education.

After our meeting with the Commissioner and possibly other office visits, we will return to Sonora.  We should arrive back at the High School at approximately 8:00 PM Wednesday night.

We hope that you will allow your child to participate in this event and lend his or her voice to Literacy Day in Texas. In order for him/her to participate, please have your child return the attached forms no later than Thursday, February 9.

Sincerely,



Sample Parent/Guardian Permission Slip 
(to be copied on letterhead)



I give CYPRESS-FAIRBANKS ISD permission for my child 



Student Name									Student ID#

to travel to Literacy Day in Austin, Texas, on February 22, 2017. I understand that this is a school-sponsored activity and that all school rules and regulations apply.  It is understood that neither the school nor sponsors assume any liability in case an accident occurs.



Parent/Guardian Name (printed)		Parent/Guardian Signature			Date




I understand that this is a school-sponsored activity, and that all school rules and regulations apply.



Student Signature										Date


